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Roundabouts…How do we engage them?  There are traffic rules of engagement for Traffic Circles and Roundabouts, even though their purpose is basically the same; both allow a higher volume of traffic to flow through intersections without stopping for traffic signals, which decreases fuel consumption, is a low maintenance option, and vehicles entering a traffic circle traditionally have the right-of-way, while the vehicles yield at entry into the roundabout, this allows traffic to continually move while circulating through it.  








How do you engage the Roundabout versus a Traffic Circle?





Roundabout�
Traffic Circle�
�
Entering vehicles must yield�
Stop sign signal , or giving priority to entering vehicles�
�
Vehicles in the roundabout have priority over the entering vehicle.�
Allow weaving areas to resolve conflicted movement�
�
Uses deflection to maintain low speed.�
Some large circles permit parking within the circle.�
�
Pedestrians are (usually) prohibited from the central island.�
Some large circles permit pedestrians on central island.�
�
All vehicles circulate around the central island.�
Mini-traffic circles with left turning vehicles passing to the left of the central island.�
�









The posted speed limit in roundabouts is 15 MPH; this allows traffic to safely move through the roundabout and merge with other vehicles.  Always signal your intentions by using your turn signal when in the roundabout.





Be cognizant of your surroundings, and watch out for the other guy, he or she may not be paying attention to what they are doing.  Just because you have the yield sign to your advantage, does not mean that the other driver will always give you the right of way.  Stay alert and stay alive.








Drive Defensively And Watch Out For The Other Guy!











